West Broad Street
Planning Opportunity Area 6

6. Mobility & Accessibllity
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Introduction

The West Broad Street area provides a high level of automobile
access, but access for other modes of transportation (pedestrian,
bicycle, and transit) are limited. West Broad Street (State Route
7) is the most used road in the City, carrying over 29,000 car
trips per day. In contrast, safe crossings for pedestrians and
bicyclists to cross West Broad Street are limited. Because transit
riders are also pedestrians, their access is also limited.

In orderto ac hi eve this Planés visio
Broad Street POA as a vibrant, walking, bicycle friendly area,
mobility projects will have to focus on increasing pedestrian,
bicycle, and transit access. Because of the high use of
automobiles in the City and the region, changes in the
transportation network should maintain automobile accessibility.

This chapter describes existing conditions for each mode of
travel and strategies for increasing accessibility. This chapter
does not discuss specific streetscape elements. Those elements
are described in the chapter ti

Pedestrian

Sidewalks are generally present on both of sides of the street
throughout the area. However, pedestrian accessibility in the
POA is limited by a lack of adequate sidewalks, sidewalk
obstructions, aging crosswalks, numerous curb-cuts, and wide
thoroughfares. A map of sidewalk obstructions and deficiencies
is shown on page 6-3.

Sidewalk Widths

The Cityds Design Guidelines ¢
in commercial areas. A sidewalk width of 5 feet is the minimum
needed to allow 2 adults to comfortably walk side by side. Within
the POA, many sidewalks do not meet these guidelines.

Above: Various sidewalk obstructions including utility poles, decorative street lamps, and gaps
Strategy: Sidewalks in the area should be widened to allow at in the streetscape.
least 6 feet of pedestrian space.
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Sidewalk Obstructions

Many sidewalks in the area are obstructed by utility poles, street
lights, and other infrastructure. These obstructions reduce
sidewalk width and, in some cases, conflict with ADA
requirements.

Strategy: Sidewalk obstructions should be removed or
relocated.

Safe Crossings

Best practices in pedestrian planning call for safe crossings
every 300 to 400 feet. However, in the downtown area, safe
pedestrian crossings of West Broad Street can be separated by
as much as 0.5 miles (more than 6 times the recommended
distance).

Strategy: Additional pedestrian crossings should be added to
provide a safe crossing every 300 to 400 feet. This could include
crossings at intersection and midblock crossings.

Intersection Geometry

Except for West Broad Street, most streets in the area provide
on-street parking. On-street parking provides a safety barrier for
sidewalk users and, as such, increases pedestrian safety.
However, near intersections, parallel parked cars limit visibility
and parking lanes increase the distance a pedestrian must cover
to cross the street.

Strategy: Curb extensions should be incorporated into
intersections to prevent people from parking too close to
intersections and to shorten the distance pedestrians need to
walk to cross the street.

Above: lllustrations of a curb extension (Top Left) and a mid-block crossing (Top Right), and an
example of a HAWK Signal (Bottom) from the Federal Highway Administration.
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N Existing Pedestrian

Conditions

Surface
Surface Parking / Drive
Roads
Buildings

" Sidewalks

Sidewalk Deficits
® Damaged
® Guy Wire
® Obstacle

Uneven

Crosswalks
Brick
Ladder
Parallel Line
Zebra

$ Signalized Intersection
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